4                Star Lore of All Ages
nature supplied, the natural phenomena would claim m attention, and first he would take cognisance of the \ moon, and stars that provided life's chief essential, ligh
For purposes of identification alone, there must have t at an early date certain designations for the indivic stars that gave rise to all subsequent stellar nomenclat The sun, moon, and planets, the brighter luminaries, w< first excite man's interest and attention, and then brightest stars would attract and mystify him.
As time went on, observation would soon indicate human intelligence the relationship of the sun and m to the fixed stars, and the seasonable difference in the pearance of the nocturnal skies.
All this would be in strict accord with the natural la^ the observational faculties. Such elementary knowle of the heavenly bodies would presently lead to the establ ment of certain facts relative to the stars, features < cerning their apparent change in position, that if mai would render a service to the race.
Very early in the history of the world the stars must 1 served to record the passage of time, a service they I faithfully and accurately rendered mankind through all ages to the present day.
The first tillers of the soil must have marked well stars, and certain of them doubtless proclaimed the tina sowing and reaping. The circumpolar stars guided rude crafts of the early navigators, and unquestionabl the earliest times they singled out "the star that n< moves," Polaris, as an unfailing and reliable beacoi direct their course.
The rising and setting of the stars thus became mattei paramount importance, governing alike the actions of husbandmen and those who sailed the seas. Certain s were also indicative of impending meteorological char and their appearance at particular seasons was watc for with keenest interest.
The wonder and mystery the stars inspired, and t
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